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Honduran figurines of a conjoined male and female pair 
embody a series of relations between individuals, and 
by extension, between families, and even between 
regions. Julia Hendon, Rosemary Joyce, and JeanneLop­
iparo argue that these paired figures represent marriage 
alliances and use these delightfully expressive objects 
to bring us into a world of networking social relations 
across western Honduras. The focus on what are actually 
very rare depictions of male and female pairs in figurine 
form serves to constantly remind us that the ties between 
villages, towns, and regions-as well as between cul­
tural, linguistic, and ethnic groups-are always made by 
individuals who were part offamilies.As such,Material
Relations: The Marriage Figurines of Prehispanic Hon­
duras provides a humanistic perspective of the social 
relations forged between sites along the Uhfa, Cham­
elec6n, and Comayagua river valleys in Honduras 
between 500-1000 C.E. Indeed, one of the book's great 
strengths is its ability to move artfully and informatively 
between different social scales of analysis from the most 
intimate to the territorial. 

The book denotes that the marriage figurines are 
more of an anchor, bringing us into the household activ­
ities, crafting production, ritual exchanges, and ball game 
ceremonies of the Honduran past. The figurines are con­
textualized by this broader perspective of social life, 
which is understood through (1) the authors' combined 
fieldwork at the sites of Copan, Cerro Palenque, Curruste, 

Campo Dos, and Travesfa, and (2) a re-analysis of Hon­
duran figurines and ceramic vessels from museum col­
lections. These analyses are framed through the 
theoretical perspectives of "social houses," social mem­
ory, materiality, and Peircean semiotics, which are more 
fully developed in their previous publications and treated 
more axiomatically throughout the book. 

In this sense, the book is much more than a study of 
figurines. In fact, just as much discussion is devoted to 
the representations, movements, and exchanges of poly­
chrome pottery ( although frustratingly, no photographs 
and illustrations of the various polychrome types were 
provided, with the exception of some Uhia poly­
chromes). The figurines and polychrome pottery are 
complemented with discussions of household excava­
tions, settlement patterns, building orientations, stone 
vessels, and architecture, among other material analyses. 
In this sense, we are given a better understanding of the 
marriage figurines, not necessarily by a comprehensive 
and comparative analysis with other figurines from their 
own collections or with those found elsewhere in 
Mesoamerica, but rather through a detailed and infor­
mative account of their social contexts. 

The authors specifically examine the social contexts 
of western Honduras and largely exclude discussions 
and comparative lines of evidence from the Maya area, 
or even greater Mesoamerica. Such an emphasis was 
done on purpose. Much previous scholarship has treated 
Precolumbian Honduran societies as poor imitations of 
the Maya (e.g., hence use of the term "Mayoid" to 
describe Ulua polychromes) that never reached the level 
of social inequality seen to the north. The authors' focus 
served to examine the people of Precolumbian Honduras 
on their own terms and without the cultural evolutionary 
baggage of earlier studies. 

At the expense of this goal is a more isolated per­
spective, even though the authors make it clear that the 
Honduran societies were tied to greater Mesoamerican 
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