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EXT TIME YOU ENJOY a Colorado peach

from the Salida Farmers Market or a juicy canta-
loupe from a Cafion City farm stand, you might think
of the events and people this hook introduces. The
Colorado lands stretch- ‘ :
.ing back from the
banks of the Arkansas
River were never hos-
pitable for human en-
deavors. It took people’
like Irma MacDaniel
and George H. Paul to
develop the infrastruc-
ture and farms. They
had a vision of integrat-
_ ing. the lands along the
Arkansas with the big-
ger economic and de-
velopment world. More
important, they were
the “boosters” who
convinced many that
the Arkansas -country
could grow more than
skinny cows and rattle-
* snakes,

If you live here you're
well aware that much of
the land around Pueb-
lo, Cafion City or Co-
topaxi is arid. It is sand
or thin soil, sagebrush
“and not much more.
Agriculture businesses often did not survive. Therc
was little hoPe for them. As J. Bradford Bowers points
out, when Irma MacDaniel essentially took over man-
aging the Kansas and Colorado railroad, (all 25 miles
of it) there was little hope for its survival either. The
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- railroad’s route from Pueblo to Stone City was not on
‘anyone’s development map. To make matters worse,

the directors were battling entrenched political ma-
chines at every turn.,

In 1917 MacDaniel took over the railroad and kept
on managing it till the last day in 1957. The board was
dominated by A.B. Hulitt and A.O. Fox. At a time
when women were seldom managers of railroads,
MacDaniel had their full support. She even made
modest profits many years. MacDaniel was eventually
named general manager and given one share of stock.
Hers is a story of early feminism in our state.

Bowers makes note of the popularlty of the sanstone
produced by quarries at Stone City. Look at the Pueb-
lo County building for a good example. Irma got that
stone to market. But sandstone for building and facing
was never a huge market item. I like it because it is
so dusky brown and almost glows. The market seems

to have preferred shiny
marble. She also produced
mud used in steel making.
Car switching revenue from
some of the big companies
helped her bottom line too.
Chicago Freight Car and
Parts Company depended
n her for switching, “and

. The author does a good
job  of - highlighting the
landscape of the railroad,
its physical characteristics
‘and the area it served. It’s
‘the landscape that either
works with ‘or against de-
velopment. The reader will
‘enjoy following this section
pecially if you live in the
varea. Some of the rail bed
can still be traced

It’s slow going for th1s
ader about all the legal
‘battles for the railroad fran-
ise. Maybe a big chart of

city counc1ls, changes of

'polmcs and 50 on would help. Bowers lays out the
"‘lstruggles in great detail and this reader was happy to

see the first train runmng and not have to read any

more of that.

There is good coverage of some of the schemers

the lawsuits, tiffs with
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and dreamers too. My favorite is George H. Paul of
the George H. Paul Orchard Company. He targeted
“farmers, horticulturplists and studenits at agriculture
schools.” His “Indians in Sun and War dances” and
his railroad tours-all

land at county fairs with the hostess, Laurena Wade
“the most beautiful woman in Colorado.”

Teller Dam was bei ing built along with other irriga-
tion systems in the first decades of the twentieth centu-
ry. The area around Cafion City saw the first big ditch
projects. The extension service was coming up with
new kinds of dry land wheat, and orchards were being
planted. It was a right time to buy land, said George.
But, as so often happé¢ned, he went bankrupt. Even the
Teller Dam on Turkey Creek was on shaky financial
ground. The boom' a%\d bust cycles along the Arkansas
were typical of the Wst.

The author’s section on the people of Stone Clty is
moderately interesting. Some of Bowers’ ancestors are

featured. They were 4 scrappy bunch and knew how to.

adjust to changes. Nothing remains thcre today

"This book is a pledsant read. It’s espec1ally good for

readers of Colorado (lentral Magazine since this.is the
coverage area. Bowers has done a good job here. ¢
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ttracted a following, He sold his -
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